
1LTCC Foundation   •   (530) 541-4660 x. 245   •   foundation@ltcc.edu   •   ltccfoundation.org

Hunter Zernickow

Hunter Zernickow, from Lake 
Tahoe, learned about the 
Promise program during his 
high school College Planning 
class. The idea of attending 
college without financial debt 
made LTCC appealing to him. 
Plus, in addition to saving him 
money, it enables him to stay in 
his hometown.

In fact, Hunter, a first-generation 
student, is majoring in 
environmental science because 
of his love for the lake. “I love 
the outdoors, and I would rather 
work outside than in a cubicle,” 
he says. 

He says he is happy with his 
decision, not only because of the 
beauty of his Tahoe surroundings 
and his free education, but also 
because of the college’s small 
class sizes, which enables more 
personalized attention from his 
instructors. 

“I would not have had enough 
money to attend college if 
it weren’t for the Promise 
program,” he says. “I am very 
grateful for it.”

Isabel Bauwens-Telles

Isabel Bauwens-Telles was 
familiar with LTCC because 
her mother had earned her 
degree here, but it was after 
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Providing the Promise of College Success
The Lake Tahoe College 
Promise program was 
established to remove 
financial barriers and 
provide support to get 
students to graduation in 
three years or less. The 
program enables first-time, 
full-time college students 
from California and the 
Nevada side of the Tahoe 
Basin to attend Lake Tahoe 
Community College (LTCC), 
tuition free to earn their 
associate degrees. 

The program supports 
students on their degree 
journey by encouraging 
completion of 45 units in 
the first year, establishing 
student cohorts 
supplemented with peer 
mentoring and dedicated 
staff, and providing 
incentives for persistence.

At the start of the spring 
quarter, 203 Promise 
students were enrolled 
at LTCC, maintaining 
an average GPA of 3.0. 
Congratulations to all our 
Promise students!

Meet Two of Our Lake Tahoe College 
Promise Students

Hunter Zernickow,  
LTCC Promise Student 

Isabel Bauwens-Telles,  
LTCC Promise Student

Continued on page 2
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a representative from the 
Lake Tahoe College Promise 
program visited her high school 
that she decided to consider 
attending. It was not only 
cost-effective, but she could 
explore various subject areas 
and carefully choose a major 
before transferring to a four-year 
college.

The connections and community 
engagement she has received 
have been invaluable. She 
says she especially enjoys 
the diversity of students and 
faculty. Upon enrolling at LTCC, 
she joined the Active Minds 
Club, a campus group offering 
students emotional and mental 
health support, and she is now 

Student Success Grants Open Doors to Valuable 
Conversations on Campus
Thanks to donor support, Student Success Grants made it possible to host events in which speakers 
discussed career pathways and civic engagement with students.

Career in Teaching Workshop

A panel of educators from LTCC, the Child 
Development Center, and the local school district 
representing K-12 teachers came to campus 
to share information about requirements and 
pathways for various education careers and 
answer students’ questions. At the workshop, 
students gained a better understanding of the 
majors, degrees, exams, and licensing processes 
for careers in education. Students learning about education career pathways from a 

panel of professionals in the field.

Mike Lezcano talking to a group of students about career and 
volunteer work with the federal government.

a Promise Navigator, helping 
students navigate the college 
experience and take advantage 
of resources.

“I am grateful for the Promise 
program because it has pushed 
me in many different ways and 
has helped with many of my 
fears surrounding college and 
transferring,” she says.

Meet Two of Our Lake Tahoe College Promise Students (continued)
Isabel Bauwens-Telles

Civic Engagement Lecture

On February 8, speaker Mike Lezcano, a 
manager with a federal agency, shared his 
experiences as an immigrant who attended 
community college then earned his master’s 
degree in history. Students at the talk had 
many questions for Mike about his recent 
volunteer service to process thousands of 
unaccompanied minors at the Mexico-US 
border. Mike also provided the students with 
valuable information about working in public 
service and its many career paths. 
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Lake Tahoe Community College 
is honoring the college’s first 
50 years and is reaching out to 
alumni, community members, 
and partners to participate in 
recognizing the milestone. 

It was March 5, 1974, when 
voters approved the formation 
of a community college district 
in South Lake Tahoe. Then on 
September 18, 1975, LTCC 
opened its doors in a converted 
motel on Highway 50, offering 
119 classes to 1,407 students. 

March 5, 2024, marked 50 
years since that historic vote, 
kicking off an 18-month-long 
anniversary celebration that will 
run through September 2025, its 
official 50-year anniversary.

The March 5th event brought 
community members, 
students, past and current 
employees, and local officials 
together for the unveiling of 

Scholarships Provide Needed Support
Your generous support enables the Foundation to 
provide scholarships for students who may otherwise 
be unable to afford to attend college. This year, your 
support will allow us to award $302,000 in scholarships 
for the 2024-2025 school year—an all-time high!

Isabella a recipient of the Pilkington Family 
Scholarship, recently wrote to express her gratitude 
for this much-needed financial assistance: 

“Supporting myself and trying to be a full-time 
student is challenging, but I value my education, and 
this scholarship is an amazing resource and step in 
the right direction. Thank you for selecting me!”

Attendees at the 2023 scholarship banquet, recipients are 
recognized at the event.

Kerry David, LTCC Trustee and Foundation board member with Roberta Mason, 
Foundation board member and former LTCC Trustee.

LTCC Plans Golden Anniversary Celebration

the new 50th anniversary 
logo and community-centered 
campaigns, “50 Faces of LTCC” 
and “50 Awesome Alumni.” 
Alumni and LTCC friends are 
invited to nominate individuals 

who have shaped the institution 
through dedication, leadership 
and service.

To nominate a candidate for 
either of these campaigns,  
visit ltcc50.com. 
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Upcoming Events
LTCC Foundation Speaker Series:  
Dr. John Rosenberg, What’s All the Fuss About Las Meninas?

Tuesday, July 30, 6 – 9 p.m. 
LTCC’s Duke Theatre

Painted 368 years ago by Diego de Velázquez of Spain, this huge painting (roughly 
10 x 9 feet) is the signature piece of Madrid’s Prado Museum. It continues to ask big 
questions that are as relevant in the 21st century as they were in the 17th, such as, 
What is beauty? What is art? How is art involved in the perpetuation of power?  
Dr. John Rosenberg, Senior Fellow with the BYU-Public School Partnership and 
former chair of the BYU Department of Spanish and Portuguese, will lead this 
discussion and explore these questions.

Dr. John Rosenberg

State of the College Address

Thursday, September 12  
LTCC’s Duke Theatre

LTCC Superintendent/President Jeff DeFranco will 
welcome staff, faculty and students at this year’s 
State of the College address. 

Saturday, August 10 
LTCC Campus

4:30 p.m.: VIP Sponsor Party 
5 – 6 p.m.: Exclusive VIP Sponsor access 
6 – 8 p.m.: All guests welcome to event

The LTCC Foundation’s annual fundraiser is the can’t-miss event of Tahoe’s summer! Join us under the 
trees on campus for a delightful evening of music, new and old friends, food, wine and beer. For attendees 
ages 21+. For more information and tickets visit ltccfoundation.org


